
The State’s Call for Water Solutions 
A water policy and bond package was recently approved by the
California Legislature and will go before voters in November 2010

In November 2009, the California Legislature approved a Comprehensive
Water Package to address California's growing water challenges. If approved
by voters, the package will help ensure a reliable water supply for future
generations, promote conservation efforts and continue to protect
ecologically sensitive areas like the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.

The plan is comprised of four policy bills and an $11.14 billion general
obligation bond. For south Orange County, the most significant component
of the package is the bond —The Safe, Clean, and Reliable Drinking Water
Supply Act of 2010 — which will appear on the November 2010 ballot.

The bond proposal would provide funding for California's aging water
infrastructure and for projects to address the ecosystem and water supply
issues. Comprised of seven categories, the bond includes drought relief, water
supply reliability, Delta sustainability, statewide water system operational
improvement, conservation and watershed protection, groundwater
protection and water quality, and water recycling and water conservation.

In addition to the bond, the four policy bills will establish a Delta
Stewardship Council, set
ambitious water
conservation policy,
ensure better
groundwater monitoring,
and provide funds for the
State Water Resources
Control Board to increase
enforcement of illegal
water diversions.

To learn more about
the Comprehensive Water
Package and The Safe,
Clean, and Reliable
Drinking Water Supply Act
of 2010, please visit
www.bewaterwise.com.
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Watering Calendar
A watering guide is available at www.bewaterwise.com to help

homeowners individualize their irrigation controller (timer) settings.
The guide is based on plant material, soil type and location (zip code).
Irrigation demands vary with the weather (season), plant material and
soil conditions.

Listed below is a sample of irrigation guidelines for cool season
grass and moderate water plants and we have used clay soil with
above-ground sprinklers for our calculations. Always check your plants
for stress (under-irrigating) and watch for runoff which indicates that
the sprinkler run times are too long. Modify accordingly.

Multiple start times in a day are needed as clay soil will not allow
water to percolate quickly. This will help limit runoff and wasted water.
Sandy or loam soils will allow for longer run times, but these soils are
rare in the SMWD boundary.
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GRASS

Month Jan Feb Mar
Maximum minutes per start time 4 4 4

Number of times to run your sprinklers per day 2 2 3

Number of days per week 2 2 3

Average minutes per week 16 16 24

PLANTS

Month Jan Feb Mar
Maximum minutes per start time 3 3 4

Number of times to run your sprinklers per day 2 2 2

Number of days per week 2 2 2

Average minutes per week 12 12 16

Season: Year-Round
Size: 12 ft. high, 8 ft. wide
Color: Green leaves with white flowers in summer 

and red berries in winter
Water: Little to none once established
Sun: Full sun to light shade

Toyon
Heteromeles arbutifolia

Toyon

Toyon, also known as California Holly, is a large, evergreen
shrub to small tree that can be found in coastal sage scrub and
chaparral communities throughout California below 4,000 feet.
Quickly reaching 12 feet tall and 8 feet wide, it tolerates pruning
into a formal hedge, or the removal of its lower branches
creates a beautiful multi-trunked tree. It performs well on slopes
and borders as a foundation shrub, backdrop, screen or accent.
Toyon is a highly adaptable shrub that blooms in summer,
followed by showy clusters of bright red berries which make it a
favorite for holiday wreaths. Irresistible to songbirds, these
berries will bring the thrill of wild birds to the California garden.

Source: Tree of Life Nursery, San Juan Capistrano

This evergreen plant produces berries
that are irresistible to songbirds

Governor Schwarzenegger signs legislation to reform
and rebuild California's water system

California's Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta
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As part of SMWD's
Operation Conservation
program, a series of
free Home Gardeners
Workshops are 
available to SMWD
customers to assist in 
reducing outdoor water usage.

The four Thursday evening classes —
March 18, April 15, June 3 and July 15 — are
taught through a series of slides, hands-on
demonstrations, displays and exercises at the
District's office at 26111 Antonio Parkway in
Las Flores.

Refreshments will be provided and classes
are limited to 50 attendees. We'd love to see
you there!

To make a reservation, please call Tina
Trotta at (949) 459-6645 or email
martinat@smwd.com. For more information,
visit www.smwd.com

California Native Plants 
Thursday, March 18  •  6:30pm-8:30pm
This workshop takes the guess work out of
gardening with native plants by introducing
25 common, useful and water-wise plants for
any home.

Landscape Sprinkler Systems
Thursday, April 15  •  6:30pm-8:30 pm
The class looks at major design and
maintenance principles of both overhead 
(pop-up) sprinklers and drip systems.

Soils, Watering & Fertilizing
Thursday, June 3  •  6:30pm-8:30pm
How long should you run your sprinklers?
How does soil condition affect plant growth
and watering? This helpful class will answer
these questions and more.

Efficient Irrigation
Thursday, July 15  •  6:30pm-8:30pm
This class provides valuable tips on how to
irrigate your landscape more efficiently so that
your plants get the water they need while
preventing runoff.

Join SMWD for Free 
Gardeners Workshops

Since the regional water rebate program was re-
launched last September, many SMWD customers
have taken advantage of the residential rebates
available through the SoCal Water$mart program.

Take a look at the rebates currently offered to
SMWD customers (please note that devices must be
on a qualifying products list):

High Efficiency Toilet (HET) 
Rebate Program $50 rebate 

Rotating Nozzle $4 per nozzle

SmarTimer Rebate Program $25 per station

Synthetic Turf $1 per square foot 
(30 cents from MWD;
70 cents from SMWD)

SMWD encourages customers to act quickly,
since funding is limited and rebates are issued on a
first-come, first-served basis.

For detailed information or to download a 
rebate application, visit the program's website at
www.socalwatersmart.com. Rebate information can
also be found on www.smwd.com.

Residential Rebates 
are Still AvailableDiemer Treatment Plant

Closed January 25-31

The Diemer Water Treatment Plant, a Metropolitan
Water District facility in Yorba Linda, will close for routine
maintenance January 25 through 31. The plant treats
water imported from Northern California and the Colorado
River, and is SMWD's primary source of drinking water.

Although SMWD has adequate water supplies set aside
for situations like this, the District is asking customers to
continue their conservation efforts and be especially
mindful of their water usage during the planned
shutdown.

SMWD Refinances Bonds — Savings to Area Taxpayers

SMWD recently refinanced its 1997 General
Obligation bonds, resulting in a net present value
savings of $4.2 million without increasing the
payment period.

The bond sale comes after both Standard & Poor's
and Fitch assigned the SMWD bonds a 'AA' rating in
October 2009. The General Obligation Bonds were
originally issued in 1997 for Improvement Districts 2,
2A, 3 and 4 which include Rancho Santa Margarita,
Coto de Caza, Las Flores and Ladera Ranch.

Despite challenging economic conditions,
SMWD's strong credit ratings allowed the District to
refinance approximately $38 million in outstanding
debt obligations with a lower interest rate. The
refunding bonds were sold at an all-in cost to SMWD
of 2.68 percent and refund previously outstanding
bonds that carried an average rate of 5.16 percent.

In addition, the refinancing will not extend the
payment period of the bonds — the new issue under
Improvement Districts 2 and 2A will mature in August
2011; bonds issued under Improvement Districts 3
and 4 will mature in August 2018.

General obligation bonds issued by SMWD pay
for water and sanitation improvements, including
pipelines, reservoirs and pump stations, within
SMWD's eight improvement districts.

The SMWD service area is separated into eight
improvement districts, shown here, so residents only
fund the water and sanitation improvements in their
own area.

Applicants encouraged for the Jim Mizell
Memorial Scholarship Program 

Do you know of a
graduating high
school student within
SMWD's district who
is interested in
pursuing a career in
water-related or
environmental issues? If you do, encourage them to
submit an application for the Jim Mizell Memorial
Water and Environmental Scholarship Program.
Applications are due March 5, and five students will
be selected to each receive $1,000 to further their
education in a scientific, financial or environmental
field of study. Visit www.smwd.com for more details
or to download an application.
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